
ODDINGTON PARISH ANNUAL MEETING 
FRIDAY 26th APRIL 2019 AT 7 PM 

MINUTES 
 
1. Apologies received from Mark & Karen Stanley Price, Stewart & Beverly Carnegie, Gerry Johnson, 
John Harzmann, Mike & Vicky Robinson, Ken Hayward, Virginia Lawrence, Anita Franklin, and Jennie 
Drewett.   20 residents attended. 
 
2. To approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 20th April 2018. These had been circulated by email 
and a copy placed on the Parish notice board. Approval proposed by Adrian Young, seconded by Linda 
Franklin. Approved unanimously. The Chair will sign these. 
 
3. Good Neighbour Scheme (Sally McQuillan and Lucy Katz attended). Sally and Lucy outlined the 
purpose and organisation of the scheme. It is hoped to create a group to include Oddington, Merton, 
Charlton on Otmoor, Fencott and Murcott; services might include shopping, assisting with transport to 
local hospitals (mileage and parking costs refunded), befriending, assisting with completing forms etc. 
One or two residents of Oddington are sought to join a steering group to take this proposal forward in 
cooperation with the other villages. More details can be obtained from Sally McQuillan 
(sallymcquillan@woodeaton.net). 
 
4. (i) To approve the annual accounts for the year 1st April 2018 - 31st March 2019 and 
    (ii) To approve individual payments made during the year 
The Chair (Adrian Young) explained the details of the accounts and thanked Gerry Johnson for 
preparing them. He proposed their approval, seconded by Ian Kay. Approved unanimously. 
 
5. (i) To receive and note the Internal Audit Report 
    (ii)  To approve the Annual Governance Statement – Section 1 
    (iii)  To approve the Accounting Statements – Section 2 
The Chair (Adrian Young) explained the contents of these documents and their purpose. He proposed 
receiving and noting the Internal Audit Report, and the approval of the Annual Governance and 
Accounting Statements. Seconded by Kevin Gosling. Approved unanimously. Our thanks to Ed Boanas 
for his assistance with the Internal Audit. 
  
6. Matters arising from the minutes: 
(i) Defibrillator in telephone kiosk on village green. This remains in good order and (happily) unused. 
New pads will be supplied under an extended warranty in the near future. Our thanks to Ian Kay for 
continuing to take the lead on this. 
(ii) 20 mph limit for village and moved location for 30 mph sign near Logg Farm. Following a meeting on 
site a year ago with Dan Sames our County Councillor both of these are a non-starter. The village does 
not meet any of the requirements stipulated by Highways for the lower speed limit, and moving the 
speed restriction sign would cost £2,000 - £4,000. 
(iii) Gas for Oddington. No progress has been reported on this. 



(iv) Thefts from the village. During the past year a store at Gomm’s Yard and a shed were broken into at 
night and some power tools taken. Please take appropriate precautions and be vigilant. 
(v) Oxford Green Belt Network. The Meeting wishes to continue our membership of this organisation. 
(vi) To consider the need to reinstate the insurance of the Meeting. The Meeting agreed with the Chair 
that given the minimal services provided this would not be appropriate. 
 
7. An update on the church tower. Nigel Lambert explained the need to raise the order of £70,000 for 
necessary repairs. While there is no immediate danger of collapse the Parochial Church Council, having 
identified the problem, is legally obliged to make repairs. Two quotes have been obtained but these 
were much higher than expected. Fund raising is ongoing but there is a huge shortfall at present. 
 
8. Oxford – Cambridge expressway. The Chair updated the Meeting. At present two broad corridors 
have been suggested for the route of this proposed new road – one to the west (anywhere between 
the railway and Bletchingdon!) and one to the east (in the area near junction 8 of the M40 and 
Wheatley). Two or three specific route proposals within each corridor are expected to be made in the 
autumn of this year at which time we may need to make further representations. Associated housing 
developments are a major concern. The Chair will keep residents informed. 
 
9.  Elections of Chair and Treasurer. Both the Chair (Adrian Young) and the Treasurer (Gerry Johnson) 
are willing to remain in post for another year. Proposed Jonathan Smith, seconded Kevin Gosling. 
Passed unanimously. 
 
10. To (i) approve the recommendations of a Committee Meeting (consisting of the Chairman, 
Treasurer and one parishioner) held in March 2019 that the risk assessment, effectiveness of internal 
audit procedures, standing orders and financial regulations of Oddington Parish Meeting remain 
adequate for the purpose, and should not presently be amended and (ii) re-appoint the Committee to 
meet in March 2020 to consider these matters again. Proposed Adrian Young, seconded Sue Gosling. 
Passed unanimously. 
 
11. Any other business. Ian Kay had seen suggestions that local councils might receive payments and 
responsibility for repairing potholes in local roads. Given the poor state of our roads and the open-
ended nature of the responsibility the Meeting agreed this was not something it wished to undertake. 
Rebecca Ashfield enquired about the road closure in Islip for 5 nights in June; the Chair’s understanding 
is that this will be at night only, but that there will be no route through Islip at that time. 
 
The Chair thanked Julia Burchell, Juliet Bostwick, Charlotte Maddison and all involved in the successful 
social and fund-raising events during the past year. Julia mentioned the recently established Ladies 
Group which has held two successful functions, with more planned. Thanks also to all those who cut 
areas of grass near to their homes (particularly Mike and Vicky Robinson, and the current tenants of 
Kotmalee House) thereby entitling the Meeting to a Grass Cutting Grant, its only source of income. 
 
The Meeting closed at 8 pm. All documents, including the dates for the exercise of public rights, will be 
available shortly at https://churchofstandrewoddington.org/ . 


